PS 165 
PTA General Meeting

Minutes December 17, 2019
Library 8:00am

Call to Order: Paula Moss called to order at 8:29am.
Welcome
Reading and Approval of Minutes: Larry motioned to approve November minutes, Jamie seconded. November 2019 General PTA minutes are approved.
President’s Report
· Fundraising efforts

· STEAM goal to raise $10K; so far the PTA has raised $8,400. Will have a table at Solstice performance tomorrow. Thank you to all the parents and families who have helped us towards this goal.

· Holiday Shop – thank you so much to Ros, Kerri, Zarina, and Manda for making it happen!! PTA made a profit of $2,300.
· An anonymous donor who is new to the school has pledged to donate $5,000 to the PTA.

· Newsletter coming soon – Rodney and Paula are finalizing now to go out before the break. Goal for next semester is to be able to send a newsletter out to parents every two weeks. There will be a message from the Principal and a lot of focus on the PTA.

· Thank you to Alice for all your hard work on the Facebook Fundraiser.

· Winterfest – January 25 – community event with activities for the kids indoors. We are connecting with E3 Sports to run a tournament (hopefully for free to the PTA), possible a soccer game in the morning. Sharon is chairing the Winterfest committee and we are looking for volunteers. 
Building Safety Council / Update 
· Safety committee meeting was open to all parents in the school, 165 and Mott Hall. The safety videos that are shown to the kids were played, but a lot of parents were not able to make it, so the videos will be available at the January General Meeting.
· Fire drills – When the school has a fire drill, everyone has to leave the building, including parents, and no one can linger in front of the school. The fire dept has to get in. Clearance spots are corners of Broadway and Amsterdam.

· Parents are asked not to congregate directly in front of the school after drop off in the morning so middle schoolers can get in when they go up.
Principal’s Report
· Our School Quality Guide Ranking came in which ranks schools on certain metrics from 1-4. PS 165 scored on:
· Community ties – 4 !
· Rigorous instruction - 3
· Student achievement – 4 !
· These scores come from parent surveys and student grades.
· Assistant Principal Search: candidates are coming in tomorrow. The search committee has their questions for them, and the principal will decide who comes back for level 2 meetings, before informing the superintendent of her choice. Should be decided in next few weeks.

· Solstice Shows are this week, please come and see the fun performances!
· It was very nice to have the Parent / Teacher mixer this morning to show the teachers your appreciation.

· Working on a new logo for PS 165, should be ready to share soon.

School Leadership Team (SLT) Report

· Ms Stone: Thank you on behalf of the teachers for the mixer.
· Math Night / Literacy Night Committees: subcommittees for both Nights will be meeting at 2:30 on January 7. Please be in touch with Cesar to join the committees. Students will be applying to run events during the Nights.
· Winter Break Packets for kids. Focus is on quality, not quantity, to help kids stay engaged with the material they’ve been studying all semester.
· Columbia U – neuroscience outreach, running groups on STEM Night.

· K-5 – all grades will now be able to do activities in the STEM room because of a donation.

· Lunch Forms – all parents please complete and return; helps the school very much with Title 1 status and keeping our programs going. Deadline is this Friday and we are a few forms short.

· Next meeting is on January 30 at 2:45, please come and observe the SLT.

· School website has an SLT tab with minutes and meeting schedule.
· Afterschool Foundations academic program in the works.

New PTA Committees
· Newsletter will focus on the new committees: STEAM, Fundraising, Communications, Culture and Entertainment, and Wellness.  We are always looking to get more parent volunteers involved.
Next PTA General Meeting is Wednesday, January 15.
Adjournment – 8:57am.
