PS 165 General PTA Meeting

Minutes Wed 9/18/2019
Auditorium 8:00am
Call to Order: Paula Moss called to order at 8:20am.
Reading and Approval of Minutes: Larry motioned to approve June minutes, Heather seconded. June 2019 General PTA minutes are approved.
Welcome
Parent Coordinator – Yadira Brenes – ybrenes@schools.nyc.gov
YANY Community School Director – Cesar Pagan – cpagan@yany.org
· Responsible for all programming in school after 3:00pm

·  Room 318
PTA Board

Put list up of all the PTA from Slide
Principal’s Report:


We celebrate a 7% increase in ELA and a 16% increase in Math scores. Over the marks the school set for itself, but always striving for more. 

Increase in enrollment. 

Successful visit with the new Superintendent, Christine Loughlin. She said she was very impressed with how beautiful the school looked, how nice all the classrooms looked. Teachers took on the labor of love of painting their own classrooms. The kids were very happy and proud with PS 165.

Professional development with teacher – strategies around literacy.  Columbia University staff helping with Shared Reading and Read Aloud Comprehension work. Launching today with questions for the students.


Principal accepted to Harvard University leadership program. Organization management, pulling peoples strengths together “to increase capacity in the building.” For example, more teachers have joined the Math Team, so there are four teachers now.

Held a school wide leadership assembly to kick off the 7 Habits with grades K to 5. Focusing on Win-Win, Synergizing.

Piloting fundraising for three sessions of new STEM work for each of the upper grade classes. Coding continues for free at PS 165.

President’s Report: Paula Moss

Where to find the PTA:


Please join the Facebook group: PS 165 Robert E Simon. Someone is always checking it for messages.



PTA Website is on the PS 165 website. All flyers that go home are posted there.



Monthly newsletter was launched last Spring. Emailed out to parents every month. Updates from Principal, PTA, Parent Coordinator, reports from children about their school trips. 


Please volunteer to help with the Newsletter Committee!

Partnership Programs (Check slides):



E3 Sports




Recess coaches for kids outdoors and indoors




Significant part of PTA fundraising each year



Spoons Across America



Cool Culture – Pre-K and K parents get free admission to 90 of NYC museums, etc



NY Phil – grades 3, 4, 5

Beautify Your Block



PS 165 was awarded a grant for 2019 to beautify 109th street



Put planters on the big playground



Get students and teachers involved – planting day during Wellness Week



Volunteers needed for the committee!


Upcoming Events (see slide)


Movie Night – Friday, October 18 – 3 to 5:30



Picture Day – Wednesday, Oct 23

Fatima: Using a new company this year. No pre-pay. Every child gets their photo taken and then parents will look at them online and decide what to purchase and the photos will be shipped direct to their home. This is a big fundraising event for the PTA. Volunteers welcome!

Scholastic Book Fair – Oct 31 to Nov 8 – Fatima: Gets kids excited for reading, and helps the PTA. Please volunteer!

Holiday Shop – Dec 10 to 12 – Kids can purchase gifts for family and friends. Had a sustainability table last year which was successful, hopeful to do more of that this year.

Winterfest – Sat Jan 5 – indoors in gym, bouncy houses, games.

Spring Fair

Election Day Bake Sale


2nd Annual Family Picnic


Sat Sep 7th in Morningside Park – thank you to Alice for organize and to all parents who came.


School Toolbox



Thank you to parents who ordered supplies online. 87 boxes sold.

$450 raised for PTA – that will go towards Field Day.


CEC – next Calendar meeting Sept 25 6:30



Director of School Facilities will be there to talk about Lead in Schools and new initiatives to tackle it.



(check slide)

Board couldn’t do all they do without all the parents’ help.
To contact PTA, email pta@psms165.org
Fundraising

Fairway Cards – PTA gets 3% of all purchases

Amazon Smile – Larry Lee 


Using Amazon Smile gives the school 0.5% of each purchase.



Using the Amazon affiliate link on the school website gives more to the school.



Please go to the school’s website each time you want to shop on Amazon. Finish 
your shopping on Amazon, once your cart is set, go to the school’s website and click on the affiliate link to finish shopping.

Facebook Giving Tuesday – Dec 3 – big event for PTA – need to donate that day for Facebook to match.

Winter Pledge Drive – very successful last year 


Hans and Jamie – Fundraising initivites
Computer Scince for All – 



STEM Room – not staffed yet; set up an enrichment program by Spring 2020 to bring in a trained resident to provide supplemental learning to the class; three sessions for each class per semester, starting with grades 3, 4, 5. Resident will integrate with existing curriculum. Preferred partner is NY Hall of Science.   School may have funds to help with it, but PTA will also fundraise. Estimated $6,300 to get resident for grades 3 and 4 to have 3 sessions for each class.


Goal for Sept 2020 is to get a full time STEM teacher. 
School Leadership Team/SLT Report: 
Ms. Stone – Co-Chair Person

 
What Comprehensive Education Plan (CEP) Goals – conversations about education, parent inquiries via PTA board.

Next SLT meeting is September 19, 3:00-4:00 Room 306. At SLT meeting, only the board can initiate conversations, parents and teachers can come and pass messages to board.

To contact SLT, email slt@psms165.org. Literacy Event and Math/STEM Event are both planned in part by SLT.
Treasurer’s Report/Title 1: Luca Passaleva / Zarina Zakirova


See slide


Raised 10% more in 2018 than 2017: Net gain of $3,517

Biggest PTA Expenses are school support/programs, 57%


PTA should focus on Donations and especially Corporate Matching to increase fundraising.

Wellness Council  - Tara Parsons

Committee meets with Principal and VP

New Snack and Celebration Policy – encouragement to pack healthy lunches, no soda or high sugar juice allowed in school. 

Last year, parent survey resulted in limiting chocolate milk to one day a week, Wed


Wellness Booths throughout the year at events


Spoons Across America – Grades 1-5, five week residency for students to learn about healthy food choices.

Wellness Week will launch in the Spring: helathy foods, physical health, mental health, planting day for Beautify Your Block grant

Oct 7 – Puppet Mobile – K-2 will go to Morningside Park. Family Event, everyone is invited. Marionette Theater runs the trailer. Grades 3-5 will go later in the day.

Building Safety Council Update: Tara Parsons

Safety Council Meeting – Tues Sept 17

8 Fire Drills and 4 Lock Down Drills this year. Lock Down Drill paperwork will go out before each one to parents.


Roof work is on track, no structural issues discovered yet.


Play yard benches – Principal is emailing with Director for School Facilities about fixing them.


Safety about crossing 108th and Broadway – cars will go through red lights there



Trying to get a crossing guard there, additional signs

School Leadership Team (SLT) Elections

Paul and Tara are on the SLT as PTA President

Nominees:  

Hans Taparia - 2nd Dual, PreK



Sharon Chisom – 3rd Dual 



Rodney Mendez – K Dual



Nicolelynn Segarra – 4th GT



Cathy Cao – 1st GT



Ann Marie Pendelton – 1st GT



Mary Margaret Gilliam – 1st GT

Elected by Ballot:



Anne Marie Pendelton




Hans Taparia

Sharon Chisom

Mary Margaret Gilliam
Community Representatives (PTA Board) Elections

Nominees:
Liz Yockey – K Dual



Manda Magee – K 



Ankita Deepak – 3rd 



Matt Porter – K G&T




Dave McCoy – 1st, PreK




Rodney Mendez – K Dual




Cathy Cao – 1st GT 


Tara Parsons Motions to elect all the Nominees for Community Reps, Larry Lee Seconds. All Community Reps are Elected.
Next PTA Meeting will be Wednesday, October 16.
Adjourned  10:13am.
Minutes: Jason Yarn
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